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Professor Yalda Asmatey
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Contact Hours: 120

Language of Instruction: English

Course Description:  The rule of the Ottoman Empire, one of the longest-lasting empires in world history, transformed large areas of Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. The wealth of Constantinople (known now as Istanbul and the capital of modern-day Turkey) was legendary and its location played a central role in east-west cultural and economic exchange. Still, Turkey bridges the continents of Europe and Asia and continues to maintain a major presence in Middle East affairs. This course examines the vibrant culture and arts that exists throughout Turkey: from the extensive archaeological legacy that is still visible in the landscape of Turkey from Ottoman Empire era mosques to inspiring palaces to ancient ruins steeped in legends, to the famous covered bazaars, textiles, and ceramics, as well as cultural performances of dance, poetry, and culinary adventures. This is a class that immerses you inside the heart and soul of Turkey to go beyond the headlines of war in the Middle East, and to get a cultural pulse of how history is still very much a part of and alive in contemporary Turkish society and identity.  

Weekly Topical Themes to Explore include History (the formation of Turkish society, state, and citizens in pre-Islamic, Islamic (Ottoman) and modern Turkey) within the context of literary traditions (Turkish folk literature including poetry, storytelling, and contemporary works) 
I: Immersing Our Senses: Intercultural Contact & Reflection
Turkey is all at once both an immersion of the human senses into the rich political, artistic, cultural history of Turkey as well as an immersion to tradition, culture, and other expressions.
Possible Readings:
Excerpts from Albert Hourani History of the Arab Peoples
Excerpts from Edward Said Orientalism
Excerpts from David Fromkin A Peace to End All Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and The Creation of the Modern Middle East 

Benedict Anderson Imagined Communities
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2017/01/02/contemporary-turkey-in-conflict/
Assignment: Intercultural Encounter Reflection; Mosaic; Journals
· Connect archaeological ruins/beauty to the theme of the week
II: Early Literature and Expression
Possible Readings:

The Book of Dede Korkut
Turkish Folk Tales

· Kara Mustafa the Hero (Turkish Folk Tale)

· The Silent Princess (Andrew Lang version) (Turkish Folk Tale)

· The Fish-Peri (Turkish Folk Tale)

· The Creation (Turkish Folk Tale)

· The Brother and Sister (Turkish fairy tale) (Turkish Folk Tale)

· The Wizard-Dervish (Turkish Folk Tale)

Folk Hero: Nasreddin Hoca
· Connect theme to museum art

Assignment: Intercultural Encounter Reflection; Ethnographic Encounter With a Citizen
III: Ottoman Empire 
Poetry, Forms and Genres. Sufism 

· Bring in architecture here to connect to theme
Possible Readings:
Yunus Emre, Rumi

Excerpts from Walter Feldman From Rumi to the Whirling Dervishes: Music, Poetry, and Mysticism in the Ottoman Empire (2022)
Excerpts from Renda Gunsel and C. Max Kortepeter (Eds.) The Transformation of Turkish Culture: The Ataturk Legacy (1986)
Assignment: Intercultural Encounter Reflection: Multi-media presentation

IV: Contemporary Turkey

Orhan Pamuk

Latife Tekin

Epic of Shaykh Bedreddin by Nâzım Hikmet Ran 
Yaşar Kemal's 1955 novel Memed, My Hawk.
Assignment: Intercultural Encounter Reflection

Final Project:

