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Course Description

This field course, “Turkey from Empire to Republic,” offers an in-depth exploration of Turkey’s current economic, political, and environmental landscape among emerging economies. Students will engage with key indicators of development through readings and the examination of macroeconomic data from the World Bank and UN. The course includes a multiple city tours and market assessments, fostering firsthand observations of local markets, housing, and businesses.

The course also delves into the study of political economy and development, examining what it means to be an emerging economy and the importance of institutions to create a robust and functioning State.  Students will reflect on these themes identifying crucial institutions and progress indicators for Turkey.

Students will examine the creation of modern Turkey, from the fall of the Ottoman Empire to the birth of the contemporary nation. This overview of the economic, social and political history will illuminate the development and challenges to its democratic institutions. The in-class portion of the course concludes with identifying and assessing the 21st-century challenges for this Republic such as; the Kurdish issue, EU accession, and weakening democratic institutions, and a volatile economy. 
Course Objective

Develop advanced critical thinking and writing skills while analyzing the Turkish struggle to create a vibrant democracy and emergent economy.   
· Meeting this objective will require:

· Developing the skills of clarity, coherence and correspondence through peer critique, instructor comments, editing and revision.

· Deepening an understanding of the history of Turkish political/economic development.

· Exploring the social science theories that examine the drivers of democratization and economic well-being. 

· Assessing the validity of theories of political economy within a specific social, economic and political context.
· Interacting in a new cultural milieu.
· Deepening an understanding of political economy from a cross cultural perspective.  
Outcomes:

By the end of the term students should have demonstrated an ability to:

· Apply social science theories and concepts to the complex issues in political economy. 

· Articulate and analyze perspectives from an extensive and varied literature.

· Draw from various theories and data to articulate one’s own perspective through written and oral presentation. 

These objectives will be accomplished through guided readings representing various perspectives on the political economy of modern democracies, extensive class discussions, guest lectures, essays, and class presentations. 

1. Turkey in 2024: Challenges and Opportunities
Key indicators of development, relative economic, political and environmental position among emerging economies. 

Reading:

Arikan, H. Turkey’s Challenges and Transformation: Politics and Society on the Centennial of the Republic, 2023.
World Bank and UN Macroeconomic data sets

https://www.tuik.gov.tr/
https://turkish-economy.com/
· The Bilkent Lecture of Daron Acemoğlu on “The Narrow Corridor”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUqthmcRD_k
Assignment: city tour, assessment of local markets, housing, businesses.  Journal entry 1. Observations from Izmir Markets and communities. 
2. Introduction to the study of political economy and development

a. What does it mean to be an emerging economy? 

b. Why do institutions matter? 

Reading: Isbister, J. Promises Not Kept, John Isbister. Chapter 2, pgs. 16-25.

Acemoglu and Robinson ‘Why Nations Fail’

Assignment: Journal entry.  What institutions are important to creating a thriving State.  What indicators of progress should we look for in our study of Turkey? 
3. Historical Context: The story of the creation of Modern Turkey. The world wars, the end of the Ottoman Empire, and the birth of the contemporary nation of Turkey.
Readings: 

Pamuk, Şevket, Uneven Centuries: Economic Development of Turkey since 1820 (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2019.
Kinzer, S. Cresent and Star: Turkey Between Two Worlds
Assignment: Presentation: explanations of the fall of the Ottoman empire and entrance into WW1. How did the map of modern Turkey evolve?  What can we glean from our knowledge of the creation of the Republic that might challenge nascent democratic institutions and threaten internal peace? 

4. Economic and Political Challenges 
· Statist Period - 1930s and 1940s 
· The Planned Economy 

· Neoliberalism 

· Economic Crisis and Recovery 

Readings: 

Pamuk, Şevket, Uneven Centuries: Economic Development of Turkey since 1820 (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2019.
5. The 21st century: internal and regional challenges
Conflict:  the Kurdish challenge, EU accession and Cyprus, weakening democratic institutions, and a faltering economy

How does Acemoglu’s thesis about failed State apply to current Turkish situation? Evidence from the civic sphere? Economic policy?  
Readings: 

Waldman and Caliskan, “The New Turkey and Its Discontents” 
Ozel, Isik, Surrounded by Troubles, Hit by Conflict: Turkey and its Multifold Challenges. International Peace Academy 2023.
 Orhangazi, Ö. and Erinç Yeldan, A. (2023), Turkey in Turbulence: Heterodoxy or a New Chapter in Neoliberal Peripheral Development. Dev Change, 54: 1197-1225. 
Assignment: Essay: application of Acemoglu’s thesis to and internal or external challenge in the Turkish political economy. 
